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Thorn &
Bloom

Eight rose directions for love, boundaries, devotion, and survival

ORIGINAL SIGNATURE CONCEPT

Concept art for interpretation—not tattoo-ready flash.




HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Meaning is a direction, not a
definition.

A rose does not have to mean romance. Viewpoint, bloom stage, thorn, and stem can
shift it toward devotion, grief, self-possession, danger, patience, or a love that
survived its ideal version.

03 The emotional spectrum O 9 How form changes meaning
04 Signature concept: The Kept Thorn 10 Build your own direction
O 6 Six visual directions 1 1 An artist-ready interpretation note

These readings are creative possibilities, not universal facts. A symbol can hold family, cultural, religious, or personal associations

that do not belong to this book. Start with your own connection and let the artist draw the final work.
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Four ways the motif can speak

DEVOTION

Chosen care, repeated over time.

BOUNDARY

Beauty that still protects itself.

GRIEF

Love with a visible absence.

RESILIENCE

Blooming without denying the thorn.

Choose one route as the centre. A second can support it; four at once usually becomes illustration without hierarchy.
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SIGNATURE CONCEPT

The Kept Thorn

ORIGINAL CONCEPT STUDY
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READING THE COMPOSITION

Why the image
carries 1ts
meaning

The branch almost closes into a circle but refuses
perfection. One petal has separated from the bloom and is
held by a single gold stitch. The thorn remains: love is not
made meaningful by pretending it never hurt.

OPEN CIRCLE

A cycle that remains alive, not sealed.

ONE STITCH

Care is visible and deliberately small.

KEPT THORN

Protection belongs inside the meaning.

Interpretation belongs to the relationship between form and story—not to the motif
name alone.




VISUAL DIRECTIONS /|

Three directions, three different

emotional temperatures

01 02

Quiet Devotion Before the Bloom

Love expressed through steadiness, not spectacle. Potential, restraint, and the dignity of not being
finished.

Original direction studies / use to identify a visual route, not as finished work to reproduce.
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Love Without Symmetry

Affection that grows around real life rather than a
perfect centre.
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VISUAL DIRECTIONS / I

Three directions, three different
emotional temperatures

04 05 06

A Kept Memory Self-Possession The Open Cycle

Romance, lineage, and the atmosphere of Beauty with a frame of its own; softness that Return, repetition, and a story that continues
something carefully preserved. defines its boundary. without closing.

Original direction studies / use to identify a visual route, not as finished work to reproduce.
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The motif can hold relationship or
threshold

Tender Resilience Presence

A less formal bloom that keeps its grace under weather and change. Love, grief, or selfhood stated with weight and little apology.

A stronger frame or pairing changes the story before any extra symbol is added.

SMALL MARKS / ROSE MOTIF & MEANING 08



FORM CHANGES MEANING

Shape is part of the story

Before choosing detail, decide how the motif should behave.

Open bloom The flower becomes the clear emotional centre.

01

presence / fullness

Rosebud

02

potential / privacy

Long stem

O 3 devotion / passage

Direction and distance become part of the story.

Visible thorns

O 4 boundary / truth

Protection is kept instead of edited away.

Pose and composition usually change the emotional reading more than adding another object or word.
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BUILD YOUR OWN DIRECTION

Start with a sentence, not a saved
tattoo

01/ THE MEMORY

What person, season, place, or change gives the motif weight for you?

02 / THE FEELING

Choose three words. Avoid style labels such as ‘fine line’ at this stage.

03 / THE VISUAL RULE

Name one form decision: open, rising, guarded, paired, repaired, loose, or contained.

04 / THE BOUNDARY

What must not be copied, crowded, made literal, or explained to a stranger?

My motif'is about . It should feel . The visual idea I want to

protect is . I want the artist to decide
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ARTIST-READY INTERPRETATION NOTE

Clear enough to guide. Open
enough to draw.

SAMPLE DIRECTION

I want a loose wild rose on a thorned branch that almost forms a circle. One missing petal should be
acknowledged by a single repair stitch, not replaced. The feeling is devoted, self-protective, and
unsentimental. I am open to your interpretation of the flower angle, thorn rhythm, and final placement

flow.

KEEP OPEN FOR THE ARTIST

Botanical source, petal count, thorn density, stitch scale, shading, and the point where the circle remains open.

SEND ONLY WHAT THE PROCESS ASKS FOR

A short note and a disciplined reference board are enough for a first enquiry. The artist may prefer their own form, ask different questions, or
wait until consultation to see visual material.
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Keep the
meaning
personal. Keep
the drawing

open.

Choose the emotional centre, the visual rule, and the
boundary. Then let a tattoo artist translate the idea for
your body, their craft, and the scale the design needs.

Every artwork in this book is an original concept or direction study. It
is not healed-tattoo photography or tattoo-ready flash. Personal
planning use only.
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ORIGINAL CONCEPT STUDY



